Sinton/Odem Municipal Court

Judge Molly P. Thomas

217 East Market Street

Sinton, Texas 78387

361-364-2389

This Courtesy Letter is furnished to assist you in making disposition of the charge(s) pending against you.  Carefully read both sides of this Letter before you contact the Court.  Please be advised as follows:

(
Refer to the Schedule of Fines to determine your fine(s) amount;
(
The Schedule of Fines listed is the minimum amount imposed by law and can be increased by the Judge;


(
Fine(s) are either payable to the City of Sinton or the City of Odem depending on where you received the citation;

(
Fine(s) must be paid by cashier’s check, money order or cash.  Personal checks will be returned;

(
To ensure proper credit, return a copy of your citation(s) and the completed Reply Form to the Court;

(
You must either appear in person or mail the Reply Form to the Court on or before your Appearance Date as listed on the citation(s);

(
Failure to respond to the charge(s) pending against you on or before your Appearance Date may result in an additional charge being filed against you for “Failure to Appear” and a Warrant issued for your arrest;

(
The Cities of Sinton and Odem contracted with the Texas Department of Public Safety’s Fail to Appear Program, if you fail to appear in Court on or before your Appearance Date, you may be denied renewal of your drivers license and assessed an additional fine; and

(
Include a self-addressed stamped envelope to receive correspondence and/or a receipt back from the Court.

Your options in handling the charge(s) pending against you are as follows:

1) If you want to contest the charge(s) pending against you, you may enter a plea of Not Guilty and have a trial.  If you do not request a jury trial, then your trial will be before the Judge.  You will be notified by mail of your trial date.  You may hire an attorney to represent you at the trial, if you so desire.

2) You may enter a plea of Guilty or No Contest and pay the fine(s).  Either plea will substantiate a finding of guilt, will result in a conviction on your driving record, and indicates your agreement to waive your right to a trial.

3) You may be eligible to take a Driving Safety Course to dismiss a moving violation.  If you do not appear on or before your Appearance Date, you loose your Drive Safety Course privilege.  This option requires a $103.00 Administrative Fee for the City of Sinton and a $96.00 Administrative Fee for the City of Odem; unless the moving violation occurred in a school zone then the Administrative Fee is $128.00 for the City of Sinton and a $121.00 for the City of Odem.  A Driving Safety Course is not available to holders of a Commercial Drivers License, if you have taken a Driving Safety Course within the preceding twelve (12) month period or if you were issued a speeding citation in excess of twenty-five (25) miles over the posted speed limit. 

4)
Deferred Disposition may be available at the discretion of the Judge.  You must contact the Court in person or by phone if you are interested in this option.  Deferred Disposition is not available if you have been on Deferred Disposition in the preceding twelve (12) month period, the moving violation occurred in a construction or maintenance work zone when workers were present or if you are a holder of a Commercial Drivers License.  If you are under the age of 25, you must take a Driving Safety Course as a condition of your Deferred Disposition.  If you are under the age of 17, you must be examined by the Department of Public Safety as a condition of your Deferred Disposition.    

Schedule of Fines

Please refer to our page online for fine amounts which are updated on a regular basis: Updated Fine Amounts Online
Reply Form

1)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
I hereby enter a plea of Not Guilty and request a trial.  My correct address is           .

2)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
I hereby enter a plea of Guilty/No Contest and waive appearance for trial.

3)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
I hereby request time to complete a Driving Safety Course.  I enter a plea of No Contest as required by law.  A copy of my current auto liability insurance is enclosed.  My correct address is      .

4)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
I hereby enter a plea of Guilt/No Contest and request Deferred Disposition. 






  /  /  


Signature




Date

     





     
Drivers License Number


Ticket Number

Sworn Affidavit of Eligibility for Driving Safety Course


I,       hereby swear that I am not in the process of taking a Driving Safety Course for any other moving violation other than this current moving violation, that I have not yet completed a Driving Safety Course that is not yet reflected on my Driving Record and that I am not the holder of a Commercial Drivers License.






Affiant Signature

Sworn and Subscribed to before me, this 
 day of 

 20

Sworn Affidavit of Eligibility for Deferred Disposition


I,       hereby swear that I am not currently on Deferred Disposition with any Court, that I have not been on Deferred Disposition in the preceding twelve (12) month period and that I am not the holder of a Commercial Drivers License.







Affiant Signature

Sworn and Subscribed to before me, this 
 day of 

 20



[seal]






Notary Public in and for the State of Texas






My Commission Expires:



.
